game of dice. Nala's life provides a warning about the dis-
astrous consequences of gambling. Secondly even when he
underwent indescribable misery, he did not lose his morale.
He upheld the rules of Dharma even during critical days.
When the hero,of Mahabharata, despite his rectitude, was
disheartened at the successive knocks of misfortune, sages
around him consoled him and one of them narrated the rare
courage displayed by Nala and how adherence to truth and
justice enabled him to get back his lost position.

To be friendly with God is one of the nine modes of
devotion. This was exemplified by Arjuna. For the extra
ordinary valour he showed, Arjuna was honoured in the
world of celestials, where he was told that the law of Dhar-
ma followed by mankind would not be applicable to them.
But Arjuna stood firm and refused to violate it. Wherever
a person may live, he has to be faithful to the rules of righte-
ous conduct prescribed for him. Arjuna laid emphasis on
the need to maintain one's character at any cost.

103. Ultimate triumph of justice

Instances of periodic flagrant and unabashed violation
of the law of righteousness by some, have made those wed-
ded to justice and truth remain dazed and wonder whether
it will be worthwhile to live amidst such circumstances.
They may feel whether there will be any possibility of Dharma
regaining its status. But events have proved that virtue will
never perish though there may be signs of its Warning. Ulti-
mately Dharma is bound to emerge triumphant and people
who have suffered ignominy and put to severe hardship
coming out Victorious. It all depends on the work of destiny.
When Bheema rose in anger at the insult shown to Draupadi
in a public assembly, Arjuna, who should have been equally
provoked, calmed him, pointing out that the tumult by un-
scrupulous elements and their domination would always be
short-lived. Hence they (the Pandavas) should never be
pessimistic as fate had chosen them as players in its drama.
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